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PROGRAMME  
Sixth International Karachi Conference 

9-11th November 2018 
JS Auditorium, IBA City Campus, Karachi 

 

Day 1: Friday, 9th November 

 

2:30 ï 4:00 pm          Session 1: Sacred Geographies of Las Bela  

Presenters: Amal Hashim, Anum Imran, Fatima Siraj, Mowwiz Arshad Shaheen, 

Novaira Khan, Syed Ali Arshad, and Safina Shehzad Shilwani 

          Chair: Dr. Noman Baig / Dr. Waleed Ziad 

 

4:30 ï 10:00 pm          Session 2: Short Films on Karachi  

 

SCHEDULE OF SCREENINGS 

 FILM DIRECTOR INSTITUTION DURATION 

1. Icon Muneeb Abbas Zaidi Iqra University  18 min  

2.  Karachi’s Cowboy Mawish Moulvi Karachi University 2 min 30 sec 

3. Rai ka Pahar  Mehreen Mansoor SZABIST 16 min 45 sec 

4. Aspar-e-Lyari Aqsa Mansoor SZABIST 5 min 39 sec 

5. News Package Ayesha Ghaffar SZABIST 3 min 10 sec 

6. The Bangle Story Hamna Iqbal SZABIST 7 min 

7. Macher Colony Gaity Khan SZABIST 4 min 45 sec 

8. Dual Faces Zahid Abbas Independent 8 min 
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Discussion with  the Directors 

Breaking Barriers  Peerzada Rizwan  Independent  10 min 

Chotay Patilay  Ayesha Zuberi   Iqra University  11 min  

Meet Mother Farzana  Mawish Moulvi  Karachi University 2 min 30 sec  

Ahsan aur Hero?  Maham Asif   SZABIST  19 min 

Wijdaan   Mahnur Ghayas  SZABIST  19 min 

Comedy ka Scene  Rida Amjad   SZABIST  14 min 50 sec 

Night Watchman  Mirza Taimur   SZABIST  16 min 23 sec 

Zinda Hoon  Rahmeen Sheikh  SZABIST  11 min 41 sec 

 

 

Discussion with the Directors 

 

Once upon a time in Civil Lines    Peerzada Rizwan  Independent   2 min 

The Heat Island          Salman Momin  SZABIST  7 min 37 sec 

Kahani Ghar Ghar Ki         Asim Mansoorani  SZABIST  15 min 11 sec 

With Bells on Her Feet         Taimur Rahim  Independent   15 min  

Khel Khel Mein          Saad Baloch  SZABIST  18 min 23 sec 

Tohfa           Arbaz Riaz Ramzani SZABIST  17 min 30 sec 

The Lyrics            Zahid Abbas  Independent   9 min 22 sec 
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Day 2: Saturday, 10th November  

09:00 ï 10:00 am        Registration 

10:00 ï 10:15 am        Welcome Address by the President of the Karachi  

         Conference Foundation (KCF), Dr. Asma Ibrahim 

10:15 ï 10:30 am        Welcome Remarks by Associate Dean IBA,  

                                      Dr. Huma Baqai 

10:40 ï 11:30 am        Keynote Address by Rochi Ram 

      Karachi as I knew it 

11:30 ï 12:00 noon         Tea Break 

 

12:00 ï 2:00 pm         Session-1: Traffic, Transport, and Densification 

Paper 1:  Fahim Zaman ï Densification and its Political Repercussions 

Paper 2:  Kaiser Bengali ï A Case for Integrated Local Government 

Paper 3:  Marvi Mazhar ï Situational Urbanism 

Paper 4:  Babar Sheikh ï Chronicles of the ñWalledò City 

          Chair: Arif Hasan 

2:00 ï 3:00 pm          Lunch Break 

3:00 ï 4:30 pm          Session-2: Governance and Ecology 

Paper 1: Zain Mustafa ï Society for the Protection of Animal Rights 

Paper 2: Tofiq Pasha Mooraj ï Malirôs Agriculture and Karachiôs Food Supply 

Paper 3: Naeem Sadiq ï People Centered Reforms 

          Chair: Meher Noshirwani 
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4:30 ï 6:30 pm         Session-3: Lyari Revisited 

Paper: Dr. Nida Kirmani ï Is Having Fun a Feminist Act? Gender, Mobility, and  

Resistance in Lyari, Karachi 

Panel: Umair Razzaq, Ramzan Baloch, and Abdul Jalil Ibrahim ï Inner City Blues 

          Chair: Dr. Kaleemullah Lashari  

 

Day 3: Sunday, 11th November 

 

10:00 ï 10:30 am         Registration 

10:30 ï 12:30 pm          Session 1: Education: Misplaced Priorities 

Paper 1: Dr. Baela Raza Jamil ï Mapping Migrations: An Unusual Pedagogy of  

     Learning, co-created with the children of Korangi 

Paper 2: Dr. Nelofer Halai ï Science Education for the Future: Five 

      Recommendations, A Way Forward for Karachi 

Paper 3: Zubeida Mustafa ï The Tyranny of Language 

          Chair: Aliya Naqvi  

 

12:30 ï 1:30 pm         Lunch Break 

1:30 ï 3:30 pm          Session 2: Water, Sanitation, and Public Health 

Paper 1: Mohsin Raza ï The Role of KWSB: Karachiôs Water &  

Sewerage Problems  

Paper 2: Kausar S.K. ï Governance and Public Health Related Issues  
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Paper 3: Noman Ahmed ï Institutional Reforms in the Water Supply      

Arrangements in Karachi 

          Chair: Mansoor Raza 

 

3:30 ï 6:00 pm         Session 3: Music, Culture & Heritage  

Paper 1: Ahsan Bari ï Recent Trends in Karachiôs Music Scene 

Paper 2: Nadeem F. Paracha ï Entertainment in Karachi 

Paper 3: Wajiha Naqvi ï Coke Studio: Representations of Evolving Identities 

Paper 4: Farooq Soomro ï The Karachi Walla: Documenting Karachi 

Paper 5: Sharif Awan ï Indus Raag, Music Made in Karachi 

Chair: Rumana Husain 

 

6:00 ï 7:00 pm         Musical Performances   

Tehzeeb Foundation presents the talented Shehroze Hussain on sitar and 

     vocals accompanied by keyboard and tabla  

Nirmala Maghani     an emerging voice from the Thar desert  
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The Karachi Conference Foundation 
 
The Karachi Conference Foundation has been established by a group of professionals, scholars and 
activists from Karachi. They first came together in 2012 as the Executive Committee of the Karachi 
Conference Foundation (KCF), which subsequently held the First Karachi Conference at the Arts 
Council of Pakistan, Karachi in November 2013. 
 
The Foundation aims to provide a platform for generating discourse, presenting research, and holding 

public events on Karachirelated issues by partnering with relevant scholars, activists and institutions. 
While many scholars, activists, community organizers, artists, and formal and informal lobbies have 
dedicated themselves to recording and studying the various aspects of Karachi's historical, socio-
political, economic and cultural life, their work needs to be shared collectively at a common public 
forum.  
 
Karachi, with a population of over 20 million, and growing, is the largest city in Pakistan and one of 
the largest megalopolises in the world. Sprawling and diverse today, Karachi began as a small fortified 
trading post in 1729. As such, the city is relatively young, but the region has a rich heritage, with 
archaeological remains stretching back to the Neolithic period. The funerary architecture of the area 
has its own unique style, which emerged during the medieval period, giving the general built-
environment of the city a historical and architectural continuity. In addition, the metropolitan area of 
the city contains Sufic shrines dating back to the ninth century, ancient Hindu temples, Jewish 
graveyards, Christian churches, and later the landmarks built by the Zoroastrian community of Karachi 
that dates from the middle of the nineteenth century.  
 
Before the creation of Pakistan, Karachi had the fourth largest Zoroastrian population in South Asia. 
Historic buildings and parks associated with the struggle against colonialism and Pakistanõs post-
independence history are also located in this city. Karachi has always attracted a diverse population 
and is one of the most demographically heterogeneous cities in the world today. The city has been 
defined by a continuous inflow of migrants: in colonial times, Gujarati speakers, Goans, Kutchhis, 
Memons, Bohras, Balochis and various Hindu groups migrated to Karachi to establish trade and 
commerce and to acquire jobs in the rapidly expanding and affluent port city. After Partition, Urdu, 
Pushto, Hindko, Shina, Balti, Brushaski and Saraiki speakers, among others, were added to the original 
Sindhi, Gujarati and Balochi speaking populations of the city. 
 
It is always a matter of great interest to see how certain locales have developed, starting out as Stone 
Age sites and flourishing as throbbing urban centres. While not every stage of this process is always 
documented, the records of remnants collected often help in painting a portrait that provides insights 
into this transformation. This is what the Karachi Conference aims to do. What emerges from the 
various proceedings of the Karachi Conference is a complex mosaic depicting a city that is 
multicultural and vibrant, yet afflicted with numerous problems, ranging from poor planning to 
colossal mismanagement. By spotlighting different studies on Karachiõs marginalized communities, 
neglected areas, issues of planning and development, citizenship and governance, and the history and 
anthropology of Karachi, the Karachi Conference aims to explore how different types of research on 
the city can shed light on each other. 
 
KCFõs main event is the annual and growing International Karachi Conference, which focuses on the 
study of all themes and subjects related to Karachi, through the lens of diverse disciplines and media. 
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The first three Karachi Conferences, 2013, 2014 & 2015, were successfully held at the Arts Council, 
Karachi, and KCF remains grateful for the continued support of the Arts Council.  
 
The papers presented at the first Karachi Conference have been published in book form by the 
Cambridge Scholars Press, Cambridge, UK. The papers of the subsequent Karachi Conferences are 
in the process of being compiled online and will be available to all readers free of cost. 
 
The Sixth Karachi Conference will kick-start with a Student Panel & Film Festival on Friday 9th 
November, showcasing the best of student films on diverse aspects of Karachi. The student-film-
makers are from different parts of the city, and from various colleges and universities.   
 
This year, important topics of discussion include traffic and densification, water and sanitation, and a 

cultural history of the city through music. The conference will start with a film festival and 

presentations of student research on the 9th of November, and Papers will be presented and discussed 

on 10th and 11th November. The conference will run on both days from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.  

The conference also includes sessions that showcase cutting edge student research to foster better 

understanding and concern for the city and its problems among the professionals of the future. 

Acclaimed author, political activist, and teacher, Rochi Ram, will be the keynote speaker on 10th 

November. 
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Karachi Conference Foundation Executive Committee 

Dr. Asma Ibrahim (Founder, President) 

Dr. Asma Ibrahim is Director, Museum & Art Gallery, State Bank of 
Pakistan. She is an eminent scholar in the fields of Archaeology, 
Museology and   Conservation.  She completed her Post Doctoral 
Fellowship in the US in Archaeological Chemistry. Her researches in 
Human Skeleton remains have brought some interesting questions to 
fore; prompting new enquiries. Dr. Ibrahim established the first 
Monetary Museum of Pakistan, which has earned international 
acclaim, and is rated as the best in the field. Her doctoral research on 
coins of Alexander and his descendents has re-written the history of 
Greeks in Sindh and Balochistan, given new angle to the studies of 
Indo-Greek Coins.  

Dr Ibrahim has actively worked in the field of Archaeology and Museums for nearly three decades 
and has many acclaimed projects of Excavations and Explorations in Sindh and Balochistan to her 
credit. Her recent projects include conservation of VarunDev temple under the grant of the US 
Ambassadorõs Fund for Cultural Preservation, for which she is leading her SEAS Pakistan NGO team.  
She has to her credit the first-ever Braille Guide Book and tactile objects for the visually impaired 
visiting the State Bank Museum.  
Dr Ibrahim is serving on several consultative committees for the Government of Sindh, Board of 
Governors of different educational Institutions, and is a Founder Member of the Sindh Exploration 
& Adventure Society as well as of the Centre for Archaeological & Environmental Research, 
Terracotta, a project under Zohra Ibrahim Foundation. She is also the only Pakistani member of 
International Scientific Committee of Glass, and is carrying out research on the provenance of glass 
in the region of Sindh with special reference to Banbhore. She is also a member of Karachi Art 
Biennale Trust 2017. She has authored several research articles, catalogues and books.  Her research 
projects are documented by BBC (Horizon), Discovery Channel, ZDF and BBC Channel-4, in the 
form of documentaries. 

Arif Hasan (Founder, Senior Advisor)  

Arif Hasan is a practising Pakistani architect-planner, writer, teacher 
and activist. He has worked in Karachi on planning and informal 
settlement related issues for the last 42 years, and to this end is the 
founder chair of the Karachi Urban Resource Centre, Chair of the 
Orangi Pilot Project- Research and Training Institute, founding 
member of the Asian Coalition of Housing Rights and currently a 
member of the UN-Advisory Group on Forced Evictions. He is the 
author of a large number of books on social and development issues 
and has taught at Pakistani and European universities. He has been 
involved in planning and policy at both the national and 
international level, and currently serves on the boards of a number 

of academic institutions and international scholarly journals. For his work he has received a number 
of national and international awards including the Hilal-e-Imtiaz of the Government of Pakistan. 
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Dr Kaleemullah Lashari (Founder, Senior Advisor) 

Dr. Kaleemullah Lashari did his Post-Doctoral Fellowship in the 
Department of Anthropology at University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
USA. He is also a DAAD Fellow, and pursued his Post Doctoral 
Studies at the Islamic Arts Museum, Berlin, Germany. A scholar of 
Medieval Period Archaeology, his pioneering work on stone-carved 
graves provided the background to the cultural milieu that allowed 
this unique funerary architecture to come into existence. Also to his 
credit are wide-scale explorations, which helped him acquire insight 
in the development of material culture in Pakistan. He has created 
institutes and funds and has developed specialised museums. He has 
carried out different expeditions and explorations, including the 
outstanding Expedition Indus.  
Dr Lashari presently serves as Chairman of Management Board for 

Antiquities & Physical Heritage.  He heads the Technical Consultative Committee for Mohenjodaro, 
and is Chairman of the newly created body of Sindh Central Records. He is Coordinator of the 
International Conference on Mohenjodaro, Consultant to various heritage projects, and instrumental 
for creating policies for the State Bank of Pakistan Museum. Dr Lashari is President of SEAS Pakistan, 
an NGO working for the cause of heritage.  
Published widely, he has attended forums globally, discussing solutions to the challenges faced. His 
monumental work on Makli has been acclaimed as an encyclopedic exposition of the remains of the 
major necropolis of the World. A Civil Servant, Dr Lashari has served in Federal as well as Provincial 
Governments; working as Assistant Commissioner, Commissioner, Deputy Secretary and Secretary 
of various government departments.  

Rumana Husain (Founder, General Secretary)  

Rumana Husain is the author of two books related to 
Karachi: 'Karachiwala: a Subcontinent within a City' (2010) and ôStreet 
Smart ð Professionals on the Streetõ (2015). She has also written and/or  
illustrated over 60 childrenõs books for local publishers, including the 
Oxford University Press, and a book each for publishers in Nepal, 
South Korea and (an award-winning book) in India.  Trained as a 
graphic designer in Karachi, she completed a course in television 
production and direction from the Nova Scotia Institute of 
Technology in Halifax, Canada (1975-1976). She has taught art at 
KGS and IVSAA for brief periods, and worked as an innovative 
head of a well-known private school (1986 ð 1996). She co-founded 
the Bookgroup (1988) and NuktaArt - a bi-annual art 
magazine (2005 ð 2014), and was its Senior Editor. Husain was Head 

Activism & Outreach at the Childrenõs Museum for Peace and Human Rights (2001 ð 2008). She is a 
Director on the Board of the Childrenõs Literature Festival (CLF), and a Founding Member and 
Member Executive Committee of I Am Karachi (IAK) ð a movement aimed at social and cultural 
awareness. She acted as the project champion of the IAK Walls of Peace. Husain is also an active 
member of Citizens Against Weapons (CAW). She archives her writings on 
http://karachiwali.blogspot.com/ 
 

http://karachiwali.blogspot.com/
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Dr Hasan Ali Khan (Founder, Joint Secretary)  

Dr. Hasan Ali Khan is Assistant Professor in the School of Arts, 
Humanities, and Social Sciences at Habib University, Karachi. He 
obtained his doctorate from the School of Oriental and African 
Studies (SOAS), University of London, in the Study of Religions. His 
book, Constructing Islam on the Indus: The Material History of the Suhrawardi 
Sufi Order, 1200ð1500 AD, published recently by Cambridge 
University Press is an adaptation of his doctoral thesis. In addition, he 
is the author of a number of published and forthcoming book 
contributions and articles.  He has worked on research projects, which 
include the religious beliefs of the Hindu community of Tharparker in 
southern Pakistan, which are unique, and the history and culture of the 

city of Sehwan Sharif with the  French Interdisciplinary Mission based at the Centre for South Asian 
Studies (CNRS-EHESS). His current research interests are in the Alevi community of Turkey and the 
Ahl-I Haqq of Iran. He is also involved in research on the Rifaõi Sufi Order, prevalent amongst the 
coastal Baluch in Pakistan.   

Aliya Iqbal Naqvi (Founder, Joint Secretary)  

Aliya Iqbal Naqvi teaches at the Department of Social Sciences and 
Liberal Arts at IBA. She previously headed the Liberal Arts 
Programme at the Indus Valley School of Art & Architecture. Aliya is 
a historian by training, holding a BA and two MA degrees from 
Harvard University (Cambridge, Massachusetts). Her PhD research 
from the same institution is on intellectual trends in the Eastern or 
Persianate Islamic world in the late medieval and early modern periods. 
Aliya also serves as a trustee of the Education Trust Nasra Schools and 
a Director on the Board of Greenstar Social Marketing, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to the spreading the availability of family 
planning options in Pakistan.    
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Meher M. Noshirwani (Founder, Treasurer) 

Meher Noshirwani has an M.A. in Sociology from the University of 
Essex, United Kingdom. As a sociologist she has worked in the field 
of women, development and environment since 1985. She is currently 
working as a Consultant and Researcher on Gender and Environment 
issues, and is the Regional Vice Chair for Asia, and Chair of the 
Specialist Group on Gender (SGG) of the Commission on 
Environmental, Economic, and Social Policy (CEESP) of IUCN. She 
is also the Technical Advisor to the Trust for Conservation of Coastal 
Resources (TCCR), a member of IUCN, managing and implementing 
projects on gender, environment and climate change in the coastal 
areas of the fishing communities along the Sindh coast in Pakistan. 
With many years of experience of working on gender and 
environment issues, first with Shirkat Gah (a womenõs NGO) and 
currently with TCCR, she has developed projects and programmes on 
the theme of gender, livelihoods, and sustainable development. She is 

also a Board Member of Hisaar Foundation, a Foundation for Water, Food and Livelihood Security.  

Taimur Ahmed Suri (Founder, Member Executive Committee) 

Taimur Suri is presently Head of Department Media Sciences at 
SZABIST, Karachi. Prior to this he was Asst. Prof. at the Indus 
Valley School of Art and Architecture (IVSAA), teaching courses 
for the last decade on the History of Art and Visual Culture. Taimur 
has a Bachelorõs degree in History, English Literature and 
Economics from Karachi University followed by reading towards 
an M.Phil. in Islamic Art and Architecture (Oxon). Followed a 
decade in the travel industry during which he intermittently taught 
History of Art components at National College of Arts (Lahore) as 
visiting faculty. Since then he has written extensively in various 
publications about art and visual culture and held a number of 
workshops and continued education programmes at IVSAA and 
FOMMA.  

Yousuf Moulvi (Member Executive Committee) 

Yousuf Moulvi completed his Master of Law from S. M. Law 
College in 1997. He has been practicing law in the Lower Courts 
since1993, in the High Court since1995 and since 2008 in the 
Supreme Court. Yousuf was Vice President Karachi Bar 
Association (2006 - 07) and Vice President Sindh High Court Bar 
Association (2012 -13).  He is a Certified Mediator, CEDR, from 
International Dispute Resolution Centre, London, UK, and 
Member KCDR, Karachi Centre for Dispute Resolution. He is also 
the legal advisor of Centre for Archaeological & Environmental 
Research and has a vast experience of drafting legal instruments and 
conducting civil and criminal cases. From 1995 to 2013 he worked 

on ILO conventions in partnership with ILO Pakistan, APTUC Karachi, BATU (Brotherhood of 
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Trade Union), Thailand, SAARC Sub-regional Secretariat Dhaka, NWC (National Workers Congress) 
Sri Lanka, WSM (World Solidity Movement) Belgium, CNV- actieKom Over, Netherland and ICFTU 
Switzerland, with focus on social dialogues trade unionism, international brotherhood, culture and 
tourism.  
Yousuf has worked for the promotion of handicrafts and folk art. Since 2009 to date, he is a member 
on the advisory committee of Dr. N.A. Baloch Institute of Heritage & Research and he is Visiting 
Assistant Professor (Law of Evidence and other Social Sciences) at Hamdard School of Law, Karachi. 
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Karachi Conference 2017 Speaker Profiles & Paper Abstracts   
 

Keynote Address 
 
Rochi Ram ð Karachi as I Knew it   

Rochi Ram is 90 years old. He was born in Mithi, which was 

then connected to the world by camels and horses. He became 

a lawyer through a correspondence examination from Bombay. 

In his long career, he has fought for the rights of the working 

classes, minorities, and the smaller provinces of Pakistan. He 

has been active in the Arya Samaj movement in post-partition 

India, a member of the communist party and of Haider Bakhsh 

Jatoi's Hari Movement. Rochi Ram was also instrumental in 

mobilizing political support for Fatima Jinnah in 1964. He has 

influenced hundreds of young people into progressive thinking 

and political participation. Many of them are active today in 

politics and intellectual pursuits. Rochi Ram is not only a 

legendary activist, but the author of numerous books on history, 

culture, and politics. 

 
Sacred Geographies of Las Bela  

Dr. Noman Baig ð Sacred Geographies of Las Bela  

Student Presenters: Amal Hashim, Anum Imran, Fatima Siraj, Mowwiz Arshad Shaheen, 
Novaira Khan, Syed Ali Arshad, and Safina Shehzad Shilwani 

Panel Description: The panel focuses on the sacred and historical geography of Bela town, in the 
Las Bela district of Balochistan. Las Bela remains understudied, despite its pivotal location between 
Iran, Kalat, and Sindh, and Belaõs role as the capital city of a state that not long ago encompassed 
Karachi. The recent opening of this region provides a unique opportunity to make academic forays 
into Bela. The panel will bring together an array of perspective ð history, anthropology, design, 
architecture, urban planning, religious studies, and photography ð to explore novel approaches to 
mapping the sacred and historical geography of the town and its immediate environs.  
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Dr. Noman Baig is Director of Interdisciplinary Development 
Research and Action Center (IDRAC), and Assistant Professor 
of Social Development and Policy in School of Arts, Humanities 
and Social Sciences. His research interest lies at the intersection 
of philosophy, religious studies, and anthropology.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Traffic, Transport, and Densification 

Fahim Zaman ð Densification and its Political Repercussions 

Fahim Zaman has served twice as Administrator of Karachi 
Metropolitan Corporation. He has also headed Karachi Water & 
Sewage Board and Karachi Building Control Authority. 

For last fourteen years he has been associated with Haroon Sons 
(Pvt) Ltd ð a company belonging to Dawn Media Group where in 
addition to his routine management duties he supervises the 
development of DawnGIS.  

DawnGIS is essentially an exhaustive geographic information system 
stretching across areas of Pakistan and Azad Kashmir. DawnGIS database covers political, social and 
economic datasets. Among these datasets DawnGIS maintains ôpolling-station levelõ results for 
national, provincial and local elections held during last 33 years, census blocks-level population data, 
Afghan refugees census data, multiple socio-economic surveys etc.  

Over the years Fahim has also contributed investigative reports for Dawn newspaper & Herald 
magazine. He works with some of the leading NGOs and humanitarian organisations in the country. 
Due to his extensive experience of flying aeroplanes and helicopters he contributed towards the 
development of Edhiõs air ambulance service. At present he volunteers with ôSindh Institute of 
Urology & Transplantationõ, DawnRelief Earthquake Welfare Organisation and Feroza Hasham Trust 
across different parts of the country & Azad Kashmir. With Edhi Trust he has worked in Kosovo, 
Iran, Iraq. Such experience has given him birdõs eye view of issues linked with human displacement 
and social rehabilitation. 
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Kaiser Bengali ð A Case for Integrated Local Government  

Kaiser Bengali is an economist with over 35 years of experience in teaching, research and policy 
advice in Pakistan, Switzerland, UK, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Eritrea and Kenya. He has served as 
the Managing Director of Social Policy Development Centre (SPDC) and is the current Dean of 
Management Science at Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science and Technology (SZABIST). He has 
a Masters in Economics from Boston University, USA, and a PhD in Economics from University of 
Karachi, Pakistan.   

He has also served in a number of government positions. He was Head of Chief Ministerõs Policy 
Reform Unit, Government of Balochistan and earlier Advisor to Chief Minister of Sindh for Planning 
& Development. He was the first head of Benazir Income Support Programme and designed the 
programme. He was Sindhõs representative on the 7th National Finance Commission, which gave a 
successful Award, and now represents Balochistan on the 9th NFC.  

He has over 35 research publications in national and international journals and conferences and he is 

the author/editor of 8 books on subjects ranging from unemployment, inequality and poverty to 

education, water, gender, regional development, land tenure, and development issues of Balochistan 

Abstract: All Sindh cities and towns, including Karachi, are in an abjectly deplorable state with 
respect to physical infrastructure and management and provision of civic services. Apart from a 
number of essential services that an urban centre requires, there are four services that are required to 
be provided on a daily basis: water supply, waste water disposal, solid waste disposal and public transport. 
Without these four service provisions, a city or town cannot function. 

All four services are in a state of near complete breakdown. At least half the urban population co-
exists with sewage and garbage in their neighbourhoods and commute sans dignity and safety a la 
cattle on rickety public transport. Karachi, Pakistanõs premiere port city and financial, commercial 
and industrial centre, is a disgrace. Over 5,000 years ago, Mohen-jo-daro had a well-developed 

system of water supply and waste water disposal. Today, Larkana 
represents Sindhõs urban embarrassment. 
 
The state of affairs has a political context. Urban Sindh is victim to 
two levels of conflict over distribution of power and control of 
functions: between the provincial and local government and 
between elected local government and unelected provincial line 
department bureaucracy.  

Efficient urban governance requires an integrated urban management 
regime for each city and town; namely, all service delivery 
organisations, departments, offices, etc., of the city/town to be fully 
responsible to one chief executive officer, whatever the 

nomenclature of the office be, whether the said officer is elected or appointed or whoever that 
officer is responsible to. 
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Marvi Mazhar ð Situational Urbanism 

Marvi Mazhar graduated from the Indus Valley School of Art & 
Architecture (IVSAA) in 2009 and joined architect Yasmeen Lari's 
Heritage Foundation. After completing her Masters from the 
University of Turin, Italy, she established her own architecture and 
design studio, Marvi Mazhar & Associates. In 2016, she founded 
Pakistan Chowk Community Centre and became an appointed 
member of the Lahore Conservation Society, Karachi Biennale 
2017 (Outreach Committee), Secretary to South Asia Foundation (SAF-
Pakistan) & ICCOMOS. She was the Project Manager of National 
History Museum (Lahore, Pakistan), conceptualized by The 
Citizens Archive of Pakistan.  

As an independent Heritage Consultant, she has collaborated on 
projects with Endowment Fund Trust for Preservation of Sindh, 
Arcop, NBCL, Shahab Ghani & Associates, Pursukoon 
Society, Planning, Development and Works Sindh / Culture, 
Tourism & Antiquities Department (PDMI).  

In 2018 she has been appointed as adviser to the Minister for Federal Education and Professional 
Training, and National History & Literary Heritage Division. 

Abstract: Karachi being a hybrid of multiple religions, sects and economic divisions with the 
increasing stratification, it has consequently restricted the emergence of social sciences, art, literature, 
and cultural activities to a certain spatial demographic of the city. As the city expands horizontally, the 
wealth is concentrated in certain parts, eroding from others. The strong symbolic segregation that has 
come to be associated with space in the city has led to a mindset amongst the citizens that generates 
a discourse of exclusion regarding òthe purana shehr (old town) vs. the naya shehr (new town)ó, a 
categorization that resonates with the orientalist notion of the us versus them divide. This symbolic 
divide legitimizes the lack of communication that exists within different demographics of the city and 
creates an atmosphere of uninformed citizens who remain oblivious about what exists outside their 
own demographic circles. The paper will be a compilation of inheritance post partition, its current 
status and politics of builder mafia around Heritage Properties.  The paper will include case studies 
from the project we are leading called, The Spoken History (Ghair Sarkari Tareekh) and the Old Town 
Mapping Project (Sarak Chhaap) which records and archives the histories and stories behind the 
heritage sites in an attempt to redefine the significance of these landmarks.    

  

https://www.pakistanchowk.com/
https://www.facebook.com/nhmlahore/
https://www.facebook.com/nhmlahore/
http://www.citizensarchive.org/
http://www.citizensarchive.org/
https://eftsindh.com/
http://www.arcop.com.pk/
https://najmibilgrami.com/
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Babar Sheikh ð Chronicles of the òWalledó City 

Babar Sheikh is an internationally acclaimed filmmaker, academic, 
musician and audiovisual installation artist. Working 
comprehensively for the development of film education in the 
country, he is based in Karachi, Pakistan, and has directed several 
advertising films, documentaries and short films for the Pakistani, 
regional and International markets. He is also part of Chand Tara 
Orchestra ð a performance act that borders between traditional folk 
and modern contemporary music. He is currently co-writing and 
directing his debut feature-length film. 

Abstract: With the multifold increase in the population over the 
years, in Pakistan everything related to the mass consumerism and 

wants of people has skyrocketed in comparison. Like most aspects where commonly the environment 
is not taken into consideration, most innovations which are largely put under the unquestionable 
banner of development continue to make their mark, mainly without any checks and balances.   

Advertising in Pakistan has witnessed a tremendous boom over the past two decades where the advent 
of multinationals alongside local advertising giants has benefited momentously. Be it 
Telecommunication, FMCGs, Property or the Finance sectors, when it comes to advertising it is: who 
gets there first! Unlike ATL (above the line) advertising, which has gone through an entire evolutionary 
process, post social media and smart phone screens, BTL (below the line) advertising still remains 
primitively unchanged, benefiting significantly from outdoor placements commonly known as 
ôBillboardsõ. Whereas the billboard itself might have gone through a self-metamorphosis (from 
painted, to neons and now panaflex skins) it has always been a threat, at times to human life but always 
to the environments around it.    

Over the recent years countless trees of Karachi have fallen prey to the so called ômake space for a 
new billboardõ phenomenon. Once the space (or site) is procured for a billboard, there is absolute 
ruthlessness in terms of chopping down anything that obstructs the vision of the consumer. This has 
been a common practice over the past decade or so. Not too long ago it came as an unexpected 
surprise to many Karachi citizens that the Supreme Court of Pakistan along with the local government 
had completely banned billboards from the landscape of Karachi. However, this came through as a 
result of tireless efforts by The Public Interest Law Association of Pakistan. Our city slowly started 
resembling its old self; skylines and green-spaces (whatever remains of them) were again visible. This 
was however short-lived. Enter the new hybrid for outdoor advertising ð The Wall!    

Everywhere from Public spaces to semi government owned buildings to parks to houses with prime 
locations, it seemed these horribly unsupported concrete tall walls started to make their mark. Greens 
and trees of course were the first ones to take the brunt of this new innovation. It was painful to see 
trees cut off standing affront half a century old houses, overlooking main boulevards and avenues, 
which were having their walls raised so that the latest brands could advertise. Bridges and flyovers 
were not spared either. What came as the latest episode was the mass demolition of these walls at the 
order of the court - something which makes the common environment caring citizen happy but also 
fearful of what might be the next innovation for the unstoppable outdoor adverts.   
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Perhaps Pakistani outdoor advertisers could take this as a sign to rethink the entire approach to 
outdoor advertising ð maybe a new ôorganicõ method could be developed, which instead of ravaging 
and subjugating the environmenté compliments it? 

 
Governance and Ecology 

 
Zain Mustafa ð Society for the Protection of Animal Rights 

Zain Mustafa is the President and Founding Member of the Society 
for the Protection of Animal Rights (SPAR), which came into 
existence in July 2017, triggered by the unfortunate loss of a Husky 
puppy whom he rescued from its owner who had it suffering in a 
small concrete floor enclosure outside his house on the footpath in 
the heat of June in Karachi. Lonely, neglected and in poor physical 
health led to his untimely demise though multiple vets tried for 48 
hours to save the pup. It was through SPARõs tireless efforts that 
Sindh Welfare and Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 2017 ñ a 
law that aims to free animals from all kinds of abuse - came into 
existence. Other than this, he has led the development of the Ayesha 
Chundrigar Foundation (ACF) Animal Rescue team in 2014. He has 
been a core part of the Karachi Zoo Revamp Design team. Zain 

Mustafa is also a Trustee on the board of SBT and The Garage School. He is on the Board of Advisors 
Pakistan Chowk Community Centre (PCCC). He is Founder CUBE Design Education initiative and 
educational architectural heritage tours of Sindh. He enjoys leading philanthropic projects in Sehwan 
and Ranikot Fort. By profession Zain Mustafa is a Parsons School of Design and Columbia University 
educated Architect, international award-winning interior designer and educator. 
 

Abstract: The Society for the Protection of Animal Rights (SPAR) established in August 2017, is 
focused on building our national institutions through upgraded, relevant  legislation, rules and 
regulations, training, advocacy and culturally appropriate education content for existing curricula, 
formal and informal, is going to introduce the human-animal ecosystem issues within Karachi. Many 
of the issues with animals on our city streets can be associated with poor solid waste management 
systems, but also lax regulations with breeding, retail sales and legal/illegal importation of breeds 
which suffer thereafter at the hands of uneducated, incompetent owners, guardians, caretakers and 
even veterinary professionals. These animals are often abandoned and discarded on the streets, left to 
die. The time has come for all of us as civil society to see the plight of these innocent lives within the 
context of human roles and responsibilities to them. We need to together address the revival of the 
lost value of empathy for another sentient being, devolution of humanity, desensitisation of our 
children and ways to reimbue ideologies that make us better humans, better leaders and better nation 
builders. For a safe and clean city, for our future generations, we need to see this issue at a macro and 
micro level, come together as a series of communities, engage, open a dialogue, pool our resources 
and find solutions to the problems in a humane and sustainable manner, bridging the gap between 
citizens, animals and the city government.  
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Tofiq Pasha Mooraj ð Malirõs Agriculture and Karachiõs Food Supply  

Tofiq Pasha Mooraj has over 40 years of experience in horticulture, 
floriculture, landscaping, full grown tree transplants, and water 
management. He has also worked with small farms, introducing high 
revenue crops and improving their water usage. He is well known 
throughout the country through his television shows ôBagh Baaniõ, 
ôKitchen Gardenõ, and ôGo Camping with Pashaõ. His area of interest 
is development of food and water conservation. He is a member of 
the Pakistan Water Partnership, the Indus Delta Area Water 
Partnership, Women and Water Network Pakistan, and is a Governor 
of The Hisaar Foundation. He has attended and held many local and 
international conferences/workshops within his areas of interest. He 
has also conducted a number of lectures in gardening societies, in 
schools, colleges, and universities on water and food management.  

Naeem Sadiq ð People Centered Reforms  

Naeem Sadiq is an industrial engineer, engaged in consulting and 
training in the field of Occupational Health & Safety for the past 28 
years.  Heõs currently involved in research, writing and advocacy on 
several public-interest issues relating to environment, governance 
reforms, right to information, deweaponisation, child protection and 
occupational health & safety.  He is also a frequent op-ed column 
writer for Express Tribune, The News and the Daily Times. 

Abstract: Pakistan sadly suffers from an ignorant and unwilling 
bureaucracy that is determined to keep matters at the level they were 
in circa 1900.  Ordinary citizens face great hurdles, hardships and 
have to make multiple visits for tasks that could have been done 

sitting at home.  All this could change if the word ôreformõ was not to mean enhancing the perks and 
privileges of the already well-heeled bureaucracy but to create easy, simple and efficient processes for 
the ordinary citizens when they interact or receive services from the state.  The paper argues that the 
difficulties faced by the ordinary citizens could be greatly mitigated if reforms could be based on three 
basic but essential principles, i.e. convenience of citizens, reduction of bureaucracy and usage of 
technology. 

Much has been said about the role technology can play in delivering more efficient, intelligent and 
citizen-centric public services.   To date, however, public services have barely scratched the surface of 
technologyõs potential.  This paper looks at the transformative role technology can play in the future 
delivery of citizen-focused public services.  
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Lyari Revisited 
 

Dr. Nida Kirmani ð Is Having Fun a Feminist Act? Gender, Mobility, and Resistance in 
Lyari, Karachi  

Dr Nida  Kirmani is Associate Professor of Sociology in the 
Mushtaq Ahmad Gurmani School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
at the Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS). She is also 
Faculty Director of the Saida Waheed Gender Initiative. Nida has 
published widely on issues related to gender, Islam, womenõs 
movements, development and urban studies in India and Pakistan. 
She completed her PhD in 2007 from the University of Manchester 
in Sociology. Her book, Questioning ôthe Muslim Womanõ: Identity 
and Insecurity in an Urban Indian Locality, was published in 2013 by 
Routledge. Her current research focuses on urban violence, gender 
and insecurity in the area of Lyari in Karachi. 

Abstract: The densely populated, multi-ethnic area of Lyari in 
Karachi is one of the cityõs original settlements. Lyari has become infamous as the site of an on-going 
conflict between criminal gangs, political parties and law enforcement agencies for over a decade, and 
for this reason it has been labeled as one of several ôno-go areasõ in the city. However, for the residents 
of Lyari, the ways they understand their part of the city far exceed these facile labels. While their 
neighbourhoods have become fearful spaces in the past, they are also places of comfort, familiarity 
and fun. This paper explores the multiple ways in which women and girls in particular experience and 
understand this area. It documents the various tactics used by women and girls to negotiate this 
landscape in the course of their everyday lives, as they travel for the purposes of work, education, and 
for leisure. Based on extensive interviews and participant observation in several neighborhoods, the 
research shifts attention away from solely using violence as a lens to understand urban spaceñan 
approach that has so far dominated studies of Karachi in general and Lyari in particularñand away 
from seeing women mainly as victims of violence. Rather, by focusing on the multiplicity of meanings 
space holds for women and girls and by highlighting their own creative navigations and everyday forms 
of resistance, this paper brings new insights into discussions of gender and urban space more generally. 
The paper will be followed by a presentation by Rimsha Raheen on the work of the Lyari Girls Cafe 
and photographs taken by young women of their interventions in public space. 
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Umair Razzaq 
 
Umair Razzaq lives in Lyari, Karachi. He completed his Bachelorõs 
degree in English Literature from Benazir Bhutto Shaheed University 
Lyari in May 2018. In the vicinity of Lyari, he is known as a citizen 
journalist. His book, Lyari on the Rise was launched at the University 
in March 2018. The book is the collection of his articles and features 
which he has been publishing in an English weekly, Social Track. 
Umair Razzaq started writing professionally when Lyari started to 
prosper after a military operation was launched across the city for 
rounding up criminals. The book comprises chapters/topics related 
to positive aspects of the society, and about young activists, 
filmmakers, artists, etc. It was the need of the hour to create a counter 
narrative which could equally be impactful as the mainstream media 
was spreading fallacy about Lyari. Apart from the book, he also 
created and hosted a web show named ôHaalhawalõ in January 2017, 

which was aimed at responding to the electronic and print media for defaming Lyariites under the tag 
of ôGangwarõ. The show grabbed great acceptance from the community which ultimately worked as a 
tool of advocacy for the people of Lyari. 

Ramzan Baloch 
 

Ramzan Baloch is a writer who is a well-known figure among the 
prominent social and journalistic circles of Karachi. He was born in 
1944 in Shah Baig Lane Lyari, to a labourer living in a simple house 
made of mud and wood. His social life started when he was a student 
and was elected as the president of Lyari Students Welfare Association. 
Under his leadership huge campaigns were extensively initiated in Lyari 
emphasising girlsõ education and social awareness. In 1973, he accepted 
an offer from the government of Sindh and was posted as 
Administrator Ranipur Town Municipal Committee distt: Khairpur. 
Later, he was transferred to Karachi Metropolitan Corporation. 

His 30 years of devotional and dedicated government service came to an end when he retired in 2004. 
In 2007, the town municipal administration Lyari offered him to join them as consultant and chief 
editor of òSada-e-Lyarió (Voice of Lyari ð VOL). Under his editorship, VOL is now a popular 
magazine in Lyari. It contains authentic, well-researched and comprehensive reports and informative 
articles about social life in Lyari. His own journey of hard work and determination is useful to inspire 
the younger generation.  

Abdul Jalil Ibrahim  
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Abdul Jalil Ibrahim  is a teacher who has been in the field of 
education for over 8 years. He has served the field in various 
capacities, fulfilling his duties through teaching, administrating, and 
facilitating research and development. He has devoted all his time an 
energy working in various educational organisations and programmes 
in Lyari. He has also served in key positions in various civil society 
organizations. He is a Council Member of the Urban Resource 
Center, Karachi, and has served as Joint Secretary of the Lyari 
Resource Center, General Secretary of the Lyari NGO Alliance, 
Social Welfare Federation, and as Coordinator for the Lyari 
Coordination Council.  

 

Education: Misplaced Priorities 

Dr. Baela Raza Jamil ð Mapping Migrations: An Unusual Pedagogy of Learning, co-created 
with the children of Korangi  

Dr Baela Raza Jamil is Chairperson of the PAL Network Advisory 
Committee and is the Chief Executive Officer at Idara-e-Taleem-o-
Aagahi (ITA), leading the citizen-led assessment: ASER Pakistan. 
Baela is the founder of the Childrenõs Literature Festival (CLF) in 
Pakistan and Managing Trustee at the Sanjan Nagar Public 
Education Trust (SNPET). She serves on multiple national and 
international education forums.  She is the Commissioner to the 
International Commission on Financing Global Education 
Opportunity (Education Commission); serves as one of the 12 
global/commonwealth members of UK-Platform for Girls 

Education. Baela is the Chair of the Global Alliance to Monitor Learning (GAML) SDG 4.2 at the 
UNESCO Institute of Statistics (UIS) and advisory member at the Global Business Coalition for 
Education (GBC Ed). She serves on several boards and coalitions on education and child rights in 
Pakistan.  

Abstract: "Mapping Migrations" was co-created with the children of three slum neighbourhoods of 
Karachi in Korangi - facilitated by Rabeya Jalil and Shahana Rajani for the Children's Literature 
Festival Pakistan. The idea was to provide agency to the children themselves to capture through 
camera, art, and interviews across generations, current and past narratives - their aspirations and 
anxieties.  The result was a book in Urdu and English contributing to children's literature in Pakistan 
and perhaps elsewhere.  

The methodology of extending and crafting agency through and with children is a very powerful mode 
of learning with comprehension; complex notions of migrations are made concrete across generations 
in a household setting - the distances are bridged and the spaces across generations shrink - the passive 
becomes the active; be it children from Sindhi, Bengali, Rohingya or Pashtoon communities - the 
diversity fuses into a common idiom of human expression - entitled or not.  
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Dr. Nelofer Halai ð Science Education for the Future: Five Recommendations, A Way 
Forward for Karachi 

Dr Nelofer Halai  is a Professor at the Aga Khan University, 
Institute for Educational Development in Karachi, Pakistan. She has 
played a leadership role in developing the doctoral 
programme in Education at AKU which has now graduated 10 PhDs. 
She is the founding and the current president of the Pakistan 
Association of Research in Education (PARE) which is playing a key 
role in fostering a research culture in education in Pakistan. She is the 
recipient of the coveted Anna Marie Schimmel Award for doctoral 
studies, and received the Blanche Snell Award twice for dissemination 
of outstanding research findings, and she also received the Phi Delta 

Kappan Academic Leadership Award. Professor Halaiõs interests lie in two areas: science education 
and higher education ð PhD in particular. Her work on science education and doctoral programme in 
education has received national and international attention through her research and publications as 
well as invited lectures. Professor Halai is an active researcher with many national and international 
research projects to her credit with publications in international journals. She is the recipient of one 
of the first social science research grant from the Higher Education Commission (HEC) for her 
research on professional development of science teachers through inquiry teaching. Her latest book, 
Enhancing primary science through school-based mentors: A study from Pakistan has been published by Oxford 
University Press in 2018. This book focuses on science teacher education through mentorship. She 
can be contacted at <nelofer.halai@aku.edu>  

Abstract: The paper presents five recommendations for enhancing science education in Pakistan 
based on three large research studies in science and teacher education undertaken by the author. High 
quality education particularly in the area of STEM is a strong indicator of quality of life, sustainable 
human development and eradication of poverty. Pakistani citizenry is a consumer of science and 
technology but not a producer. The general population lacks the skepticism that good teaching of 
science brings to everyday situations. It makes people gullible towards claims made by politicians, 
scholars, media etc. Science teaching needs to develop conceptual learning and help pupils to 
understand science. Pupils from kindergarten onwards must learn how science knowledge is 
generated. That is why inquiry has acquired an iconic status in the current scenario of science 
education. In inquiry pupils are encouraged to raise questions and develop a process to find answers 
to the questions. This process allows pupils to collect data, analyse it, and draw defensible conclusions. 
To develop teachers to teach through inquiry workshops are generally conducted; but they are 
ineffective in helping teachers to change their practice. To help teachers to use inquiry in their 
classrooms direct and continuous support from mentors who offer support in and outside the 
classroom is required. Mentors are teachers who have good content and pedagogical knowledge 
together with mentoring skills such as ability to observe a lesson and give constructive feedback. A 
study of teacher educators with 64 classroom observations showed that they practice as content 
providers and not as skill or practice providers, i.e.,  they spend almost all of the time in teaching 
science content and not on how to teach it. Nor was there a space in their programme to practice 
teaching science in a real classroom. Science education for the future requires better science teacher 
educators which could lead to better science teachers.  
Though Karachi is a dynamic cosmopolitan city, yet its education indicators are not very promising. 
In the Alif Ailaan education outcome based ranking out of 151 districts Karachi ranked 43. It is the 
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only district in Sindh to come in the top 50 districts. Despite availability of science teachers the science 
scores are also one of the lowest in the country.  
To help Pakistan become a science literate nation these five policy recommendations are made: 

1: Every child has a right to quality science education in school.  
2: Every child has a right to be taught by qualified science teachers from the primary to 
secondary and higher.  
3: B.Ed. and other teacher development programmes for science teachers must demonstrate 
the use of inquiry and other active methods of teaching science.  
4: B.Ed. and other teacher development programmes for science teachers should include a 
strong mentoring component.  
5: A systematic process for induction of science teacher educators in colleges of education.  

 
 
Zubeida Mustafa ð The Tyranny of Language  
 

Zubeida Mustafa is an independent journalist who writes a 
fortnightly column for DAWN, the paper with which she worked as 
an assistant editor from 1975 to 2008.  

While working with DAWN, Ms Mustafa wrote editorials, opinion 
pieces and features on socio-economic issues. She focused on the lives 
of ordinary people and their problems.    

Ms Mustafaõs articles on socio-economic issues of importance in 
Pakistanõs context   have been published in foreign newspapers and 
websites.  She has studied and explored the education sector 
profoundly.  

She is the author of five books the most significant being The Tyranny 
of Language in Education: The Problem and its Solution (2015), The SIUT 

Story: Making the Impossible Possible (2013) and her recently published memoir, My DAWN Years: 
Exploring Social issues (2018).  

She is the winner of several awards the most notable being the Lifetime Achievement Award by the 
International Womenõs Media Foundation (Washington), Global Media Award for Excellence by 
Population Institute (Washington) in 1986 and 2004, Lifetime Achievement Award by UKS (2013), 
Lifetime Achievement Award by IBAõs Centre for Excellence in Journalism(2016), and several others.  

Abstract: Karachi is a city of linguistic diversity. While this makes the city very cosmopolitan and 
enriches it culturally as well as socially, this characteristic also creates challenges in education in a city 
that is one of the most educated in the country.  

The pattern of language, especially the widely held perception of English being the language of power, 
promotes exclusivity and inequity because of the lower social/economic status assigned to the 
indigenous languages (and their speakers) vis-à-vis English. Above all, the language issue has proved 
to be a detrimental force that has pulled down education standards. 

From my own observation and research while teaching under-privileged children I have looked for 
new approaches to neutralise the negative impact of language on education in Pakistan. 
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Some fundamental facts must be acknowledged: 

¶ English has emerged as the language of power - political, economic and social - as a result of 
which it is regarded as the most important language and has stratified society linguistically with 
the non-English speakers at the bottom. 

¶ This has led to a misplaced emphasis on English in our education system. Result? Loss of 
motivation in teachers and students and a high drop-out rate.  

¶ A òlearning crisisó. Why? Because teachers cannot teach as they are not proficient in English 
and children cannot learn as the teachers fail to handle a foreign language they cannot cope 
with.  

¶ Karachi also suffers because of the domination of private schools which have encouraged the 
pro-English trend. A major casualty of the language paradox is pedagogy.  

¶ The stratification of society is also caused by the fact that this language incongruity overflows 
into society and economy. 

The only solution is to introduce Mother-Tongue Based Multi-Lingual Education with English being 
taught as a foreign language in the early years and not as the medium of education. 

 

Water, Sanitation, and Public Health 
 
 
Mohsin Raza ð The Role of the KWSB and Karachiõs Water and Sewerage Problems 

Mohsin Raza is the General Secretary of the Peopleõs 
Labor Union at the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board.  

Abstract: The rapidly growing population and increasing 
industrialization have made water troubles more acute. 
Shrinking supplies and leakages are also causing water 
shortages.  

The supply of water in the metropolitan city is the 
responsibility of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board 
(KWSB). At present, Karachi gets nearly 550 MGD water 
mainly from the Indus. Filtration plants at Gharo, Pipri, 
North East Karachi and the COD treat raw water from the 
Indus, and one treatment plant at Hub treats raw water 

supplied from the Hub dam. This treated water is distributed to the city via main distribution lines 
and passed on to the consumers through branched lines.   

Most of Karachiõs water supply system was installed or last upgraded more than 50 years ago, and is 
operating above the designed capacity or has reached the end of its life. This situation has left the city 
facing a critical shortage of potable water supply with no confirmed or potential sources for supply.  

Besides, there is a need to declare and implement emergency water shortages and management plan. 
The prevailing variable, uneven, and unpredictable water distribution system needs to be reversed. As 
the custodian of available water resources, the KWSB must ensure that the development, 
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apportionment and management of the potable water is carried out in such a manner as to enable all 
city sectors to gain equitable access to the desired quantity, quality, and reliable supply of water.  

 

Kausar S.K. ð Governance and Public Health Related Issues  

Kausar S.K. got her formal education in humanities and 
social sciences. S.K Khan did her Bachelors in Philosophy and 
Psychology from St Joseph's College, Karachi. She has done 
her Masters in Philosophy, from Karachi University as well as 
from McMaster University Canada. She was a doctorate 
candidate in the department of religious studies at McMaster.  

Since 1986 Miss Kausar, has been with the department of 
Community Health Sciences, Agha Khan University. Before 
joining AKU, she was working in three katchi abadis of 
Karachi on a pilot project of FPAP (Family Planning 
Association of Pakistan) with a special focus on promoting 

women's economic activities. Learning from these experiences provided the foundation for the 
conceptualization and her involvement in the mega project: Tawana Pakistan. 

Her prime areas of teaching, research, and programs are community participation, equity, gender, 
ethics and rights.  

 

Noman Ahmed ð Insti tutional Reforms in the Water Supply Arrangements in Karachi  

Professor Dr Noman Ahmed is an architect and planner by 
profession. He obtained his Bachelor of Architecture degree from 
Dawood College/NED University, Karachi and a Masters degree in 
city planning from the Middle East Technical University, Ankara, 
Turkey. He also obtained postgraduate training in Urban and 
Regional Planning from the United Nations Centre for Regional 
Development (UNCRD), Nagoya, Japan and Centre for Housing 
and Urban Development Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge, 
USA. He obtained his PhD from Loughborough University, UK. 
He is a graduate of the 88th National Management Course offered 
by National School of Public Policy, Lahore, Pakistan. At present 

he is Professor and Dean, Faculty of Architecture and Management Sciences at NED University. He 
has undertaken several self-motivated research studies on developmental issues including 
infrastructural planning and management and has been a consultant to many NGOs, CBOs and 
government organisations in Pakistan and abroad. He has also published several reports, monographs 
and papers on different relevant topics and subjects. His recent books include ôWater Supply in 
Karachi: Issues and Prospectsõ, and ôKarachi: The Land Issueõ, both published by the Oxford 
University Press; ôThe KBA Chronicle: Life and Works of Professor Kausar Bashir Ahmadõ and 
ôKarachi: From the Prism of Urban Designõ. He has been regularly writing on developmental issues 
in leading newspapers of Pakistan since 1988. 
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He has received many awards and honours. Some of them include the Best Teacher Award from 
Higher Education Commission, Government of Pakistan in 2009; Best Writer Award from All 
Pakistan Newspaper Society ð  received from the then President of Pakistan, also in 2009, and Dr 
Akhter Hameed Khan Memorial Award from Pakistan Council of Social Sciences in 2010. 

Abstract: Since the past four decades, water supply service in Karachi has experienced many issues. 
Acute shortage at the bulk supply level, increase in water thefts and leakages, institutional short 
comings due to limited performance by the utility that is Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), 
financial handicaps faced by the water utility, exponential rise in the operations of water tankers 
(especially during peak summers), run down and aging piping network, lack of a comprehensive 
maintenance and network rehabilitation plan for older neighbourhoods, and the inability of KWSB to 
attend fresh water connections in suburbs and elsewhere are some core mentions.  The successive 
Supreme Court mandated judicial commissions have attempted to highlight the core reasons behind 
some of the above issues. Some instant corrective actions were also initiated by the honorable 
Commission. 

This paper aims to outline the policy, management, operation and consumer relation matters related 
to the water supply service in Karachi. After examining the current scenario, the paper offers some 
policy and operational options that can help improve the situation of the service in short and long 
term. 

 

Music, Culture & Heritage 

Ahsan Bari ð Recent Trends in Karachiõs Music Scene 

Ahsan Bari is a musician and founder of the band ôSounds 
of Kolachiõ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



30 
 

Nadeem F. Paracha ð Entertainment in Karachi 

Nadeem F. Paracha is a Pakistani journalist, cultural critic, 
satirist and short story writer. He writes a column with title 
"smoker's corner" in Dawn. 

 

 

 

 

Wajiha Naqvi ð Coke Studio: Representations of Evolving Identities 

  
Wajiha Ather Naqvi is a Social Development 
Professional/Anthropologist from New York University. Her 
passion for music and interdisciplinary interests led her to pursue 
research on South Asian music and culture alongside her eastern 
classical vocal training under Ustad Rauf Saami. She has been 
currently featured as a Backing Vocalist on this seasonõs Coke Studio 
and is also a visiting faculty at Szabist University with the Media 
Sciences Department. She is also one of the founding members of 
òI AM KARACHIó, a non-profit arts and culture platform and has 
worked extensively with civil society organizations on designing 
socio-cultural activities for youth and community engagement. 

Abstract: Through participant observation, primary interviews and newspaper/digital media reports, 
my paper would like to de-construct the representation of an evolving cultural identity on Pakistan's 
longest running music show i.e. Coke Studio. I believe that Coke Studio is less about its music and 
more about the diverse representation of the individual self/personal identity (or perhaps an identity 
crisis), manifested through songs investigating social constructs such as gender, religion/spirituality, 
tradition/modernity as well as what it means to be a Pakistani in today's world. This would entail 
documenting the personal yet individual stories of those that have been involved ranging from artists, 
producers to the production crew, as well as my own journey as a Backing Vocalist on the 
show. Perhaps the larger question this paper will explore is the creation of an evolving yet malleable 
Pakistani culture and how it has been showcased not just internally but to the rest of the world, 
including the Pakistani diaspora. At the same time, this paper will also investigate the economic and 
political context within which this show is created/has been operating, addressing the implications of 
increasing consumerism and technology on the commodification of Pakistani culture and identity, 
including potential recommendations towards the genuine rehabilitation and revival of the music scene 
in Pakistan.  

  

https://www.pakpedia.pk/doc/Dawn_News
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Farooq Soomro ð The Karachi Walla: Documenting Karachi  
Farooq Soomro is an urban explorer who has been documenting 
life (or the lack of it) in Karachi on thekarachiwalla.com. He has 
contributed to Dawn.com, Scroll.in and Express Tribune and his 
work has featured in The Guardian, Herald and Creative Karachi 
Festival. He collects Vinyl records. 

Abstract: Centered on old quarters of the city, The Karachi Walla 
is a decade old exploration of life, landmarks and people. The 
presentation focuses on people and business related to Music and 
Cinema who I have come across during my unintended visits to 
their streets and area in old quarters. My work is not an academic 
approach to the city but an experiential one with photos and 
observations creating an insight into the lives fast becoming 
irrelevant in modern day Karachi. 

 
Sharif Awan ð Indus Raag, Music Made in Karachi  

Sharif Awan is a writer, culture revivalist and a senior civil servant. 
He is internationally acclaimed as a curator/ producer of classical, folk 
and world music of Pakistan. He is a winner of Independent Music 
Awards (USA) and also a recipient of Gold Medal and 2 Silver Medals 
at the Global Music Awards (USA). He is a voting member for the 
Grammy Awards and a judge to several international music awards. 

Abstract: Sharif Awan is a writer, culture revivalist and a senior civil 
servant. He is internationally acclaimed as a curator/ producer of 
classical, folk and world music of Pakistan. He is a winner of 
Independent Music Awards (USA) and also a recipient of Gold Medal 
and 2 Silver Medals at the Global Music Awards (USA). He is a voting 
member for the Grammy Awards and a judge to several international 
music awards. 

  

http://thekarachiwalla.com/
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The Karachi Conference Foundation would also like to present abstracts of 
submissions that could not be presented due to constraints of time and theme: 

Mohaddesse Fatima ð Countering the Public Space Paradox in Densely Populated 
Neighborhoods in Karachi 

Mohaddesse Fatima is a graduate in Architecture from the Indus Valley School of Art and 

Architecture. Her thesis was titled ôUnderstanding the relationship between space and social 

behavior: how does this relationship vary in the presence and absence of the userõs freedom of 

choice? ð A Case Study of Hasan Aulia Village.  

Abstract: Due to scarcity of land in densely populated neighbourhoods of Karachi, urban open 

spaces for public use, such as parks and playgrounds are increasingly becoming home to built 

structures. Appearing as òterritoriesó, these built structures accommodate various need-based 

functions ranging from institutional to commercial, and catering to a diverse set of users. At the 

same time, however, they defeat the very purpose of the spaces they inhabit, which is to serve as 

arenas for communal sociability and recreation. The thesis aims to address this spatial paradox in 

one of the most densely populated neighborhoods of Karachi, i.e. Lyari. The intent is not to erase 

these territories from the public realm, but to rethink their architectural characteristics in ways that 

they do not erase the social value of the public spaces.  

 

Kashmala Tahir ð Defensive Urbanism 

Kashmala Tahir is a final year student at Habib University, majoring in Social Development and 

Policy. She has a keen interest in the field of urbanism and wants to make use of her degree and 

pursue a career in urban policies and planning. Cities amaze her, especially Karachi; entangled in its 

own chaos, and deep rooted in politics and history. Kashmala has previously represented Pakistan at 

Future News Worldwide 2017 in Scotland, and was selected to present her research paper at the 

Asian Undergraduate Research Symposium 2018, in Tokyo, Japan. She has also interned with 

various organizations, including NOWPDP and Oxford University Press.  

Abstract: Defensive Urbanism and hostile architecture are a rapidly growing phenomenon, 

becoming increasingly evident across the globe. The cities are now being designed for a specific class 

of residents and discreetly disowning the unwanted part of the population. Though Karachi may not 

be among the top of the list of the cities adopting this practice, it too has started to embrace this 

approach. The city has adopted the aforementioned as a way to defend itself against its poor 

inhabitants, and to make it more ôlivableõõ for its numbered elites. The following paper will discuss 

Karachiõs adoption of defensive urbanism, the type of its approach and how it is using defensive 

architecture to enforce social divisions. Furthermore, the latter part of the paper will focus on 

counter terrorism architecture as a growing phenomenon and how Karachi is adopting a much more 

overt side of the technique in the quest of the security, which ultimately effect also affects the 

aesthetics and outlook of the city. The abovementioned discussion points will be analyzed in greater 
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depth by comparing Karachiõs defensive urbanism with the city of London. London has witnessed a 

practical implementation, and will thus provide a solid comparison with Karachi who is novel in the 

context. 

Hunza Irfan ð Megacities and Microclimates: How to tackle Karachiõs Climatic Concerns? 

Hunza Irfan is a Computer Science Undergraduate Senior from Habib University, she's doing her 

minor in Social Development and Policy. She is also an alumna of Stanford's International Honors 

Programme. Her research interests lie in sustainable design thinking and incorporating digital tools 

into the study of climate and environment.  

As part of her freshmen year internship she worked with the Indus Earth Trust (IET) to study the 

impact of rural electrification on the lives of residents of village Hashim Mir Bahar, near Gharo 

creek. She will be conducting a follow up study on the village this Fall. She is also interested in 

gender studies especially in the rural context. Her research work at IET also involved studying the 

change in gender relations after the electrification. The follow up study will also focus on this in 

addition to the availability of water and access to public spaces for the women of the village. 

 

She is the winner of the Impact Challenge for the Environment and Sustainability Track at the 

Harvard Project for Asian and International Relations Conference, held in February, 2018. During 

the conference she got a chance to connect to Dr. Brad Bass from Environment Canada which has 

made her interested in studying the micro-climates of Karachi and Toronto and to assess how 

Toronto's environment-friendly policies can be implemented in a Karachi context. 

 

Abstract: Asian Development Bankõs 2017 report on ôThe Climate Change Profile of Pakistanõ 

focuses on the alarming 6 degree Celsius rise in temperature being projected for the South Asian 

region. Being a coastal area, Karachi is at a high risk of natural disasters that climate change may 

bring. The city has also observed extreme heat waves and unpredictable precipitation in the past few 

years. 

It is important for stakeholders of the city to understand its climate and to implement resilience 

projects accordingly.  But no single description can truly fit the climate of a megacity like Karachi, 

clear enough from the inaccuracy of weather apps for some areas of the city. Spanning over 3780 sq. 

km, Karachi experiences varying levels of humidity and infrastructural differences that contribute to 

the existence of microclimates here.   

As part of the Engineering, Design and Innovation course, fellow students at Habib University built 

a simple sensor device that records temperature in different parts of the city over long hours and 

plotting the results. Variations were observed and recording further data on humidity, air quality and 

pollution may produce better, more conclusive results that help understand the microclimates of 

Karachi. 
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Taking forward my urban house design presented at the Harvard Project for Asian and International 

Relations Conference, taking inspiration from the climate change resilience plans of megacities like 

Toronto and Singapore, and understanding the microclimates of Karachi, this paper proposes plans 

like vertical gardening, urban forestry, organic waste management and gray water re-usage that can 

be implemented on small or large scale for a greener, more energy efficient city.  As a follow up to 

this research I plan on mapping Karachi according to its various microclimatic zones using GIS and 

making the data available for students, environmentalists and urban planners to further research in 

this regard. 

 

Rakhshaan Qazi ð The Kite and the City: A Story of Karachi 

Rakhshaan Qazi received her Bachelors in Architecture from the Rhode Island School of Design 

and went on to do her Masters in History and Critical Thinking in Architecture from the 

Architectural Association in London. She currently teaches at the Indus Valley School of Arts and 

Architecture and has her own design practice by the name of ôNaqshõ. 

Abstract: Topics like conflict, violence and terrorism have been discussed within the architecture 

discipline at various lengths. What this paper is doing is providing a platform to look inside a city 

that has been at civil war through political agendas since its birth, and how architecture has shaped 

its formation and history. This paper aims to look into Karachi and discover how and why its urban 

fabric has shifted over time and what it means for the cityõs future. The evolution of the city, within 

its architectural and political context will be addressed in this paper. 
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Karachi Conference 
Previous Programmes 

 
The First International Karachi Conference 

November 2013 
Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi 

 
Saturday, 2 November 2013 
08:30AM ð 09:00 AM: Registration 
 
09:00 AM 
Welcome address: Mohammad Ahmad Shah, President Pakistan Arts Council Karachi 
 
09:10 AM 
Introductory Address: Dr. Asma Ibrahim, President Karachi Conference Foundation   
 
09:30 AM 
Keynote Address: Arif Hasan  
 
10:15 AM ð 11:45 PM 
Session: Early Karachi  
Chair: Dr. Lashari, co-chair: Dr. Hasan Ali Khan 
Panelist: Dr. Sarfraz Solangi 
Dr. Asma Ibrahim, Prehistoric Karachi 
Dr. Zulfiqar Ali Kalhoro, Cup-marks in Gadap, Karachi 
 
11:45 PM ð 02:00 PM  
Session: History, Identity and Politics 
Chair: Dr. Hamida Khuro 
Panelists: Dr. Framji Minwala, Dr. Newal Osman 
Dr. Kaleemullah Lashari, Early History of Karachi 
Arif Hasan, The Development of Colonial and Post-Colonial Era Karachi  
Dr. Michel Boivin, Shaping A New Karachi with the Merchants: Memons, Khojas, Bohras, & the Dynamics of 
Colonial Urbanization, 
Gul Hasan Kalmatti, Karachi Ke Yahudi 
 
02:45 PM ð 05:00 PM 
Session: Building the Cosmopolitan Metropolis 
Chair: Yasmeen Cheema 
Panelists: Dr. Ali Akbar, Dr. Asif Farrukhi 
Dr. Noman Ahmed, Sensitizing Students about the Built Environment: CED Studio in Two Architecture 
Schools in Karachi 
Sibtain Naqvi, The Onslaught of Populism 
Dr. Nelofer Halai, Teacher Education in Karachi: The Private-Public Divide Persists 
Dr. Sohail Agha, Inequities in Access to Maternal Health Services in Karachi 
 
05:00 PM ð 05:15 PM: Karachi Youth Initiative Presentation 
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05:20 PM: Sheema Kermani Special Dance Recital on Karachi  
 

***  
 
Sunday, 3 November 2013 
08:30 AM ð 9:00 AM: Registration 
 
09:00 AM ð 11:15 AM 
Session: Local Communities and the Creation of Public Space 
This Session is dedicated to the Memory of Ms. Perveen Rehman, Director of the Orangi Pilot 
Project ð Research & Training Institute. 
 
Chair: Aquila Ismail 
Panelists: Meher Noshirwani, Dr. Aaron Mulvany, Haris Gazdar  
Faisal Shams Khan, Oral History on Social Change by Community Elders of a Fishing Village in Karachi 
Rumana Husain, Myths and Legends in Karachi. 
Salim Aleemuddin, The Work of Orangi Pilot Projectõs Research & Training Institute. 
Jurgen Schaflechner, Taxonomies in Question: A case of the Multi-Religious Ritual in Karachi 
 
11:15 AM ð 01:30 PM 
Session: Rights, Representation and Democracy  
Chair: Dr. Nauman Naqvi 
Panelists: Zubeida Mustafa, Dr. Akhtar Baloch, Imran Aslam 
Adeem Sohail, State and Law in Lyari 
Dr. Wahab Suri, Emergence of a Liberal Discourse in Post-Colonial Pakistan 
Dr. Nida Kirmani & Dr. Laurent Gayer, The Right to Karachi: Marginalisation, Insecurity and the Struggle 
for Representation in Lyari  
Khadim Hussain Soomro, Karachi: A City of Tolerance & Interfaith Harmony 
 
01:30 PM ð 02:15 PM: Lunch Break  
 
02:15 PM ð 04:30 PM  
Session: Political Storytelling  
Chair: Durriya Kazi 
Panelists: Ayesha Omer, Taimur Suri, H. M. Naqvi 
Tentative Collective: Yaminay Nasir Chaudhri & Farhad Mirza, Mera Karachi Mobile Cinema: Projection, 
Perception. 
Niilofur Farrukh, Problematizing the Narrative of Extremism 
Nazish Brohi, Karachi: Where the Street Has Two Names 
Abdullah Qamer, Dhaba Art in Karachi 
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Programme 
The Second International Karachi Conference 

November 2014 
Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi 

 
Friday 21st November 2014 (First day of the Conference) 
9:00 am ð 9:30 am: Registration 
 
9:30 am - 9:45 am: Introductory Address by Dr. Asma Ibrahim, President Karachi Conference 
Foundation 
 
10:00 am ð 11:30 am SESSION-01 - History I  
Dr. Kaleemullah Lashari - Burfat Migration to Karachi 
Dr. Zulfiqar Ali Kalhoro - The Discovery of Rock Paintings in Maher Valley, Karachi (Sindh) 
Dr. Asma Ibrahim - The forgotten Victoria Museum of Karachi 
Chair: Dr. Noman-ul-Haq, IBA  
 
11:50 am ð 1:20 pm  SESSION-02 - History II  
G.R. Mulla - First Resistance against British Occupation of Karachi 
Khadim Hussain Soomro - Three Makers of Modern Karachi 
Vikalp Kumar - Bombay Baloch- The Karachi Connection 
Chair: Dr. Nauman Naqvi, Habib University  
 
1:20 pm ð 2:20 pm  LUNCH  
 
2:20 pm ð 3:50 pm SESSION-03 - Intangible Cultures 
Prof. Juergen Wasim - The Shidi Community of Karachi: Forgotten, overlooked,  
sidelined and discriminated against. 
Dr. Hasan Ali Khan ð A brief history of the Rifaõiyya in Karachi, and the biography  
of Sayyid Zain al-ôAbideenRifaõi 
Dr. Riaz Ahmed - Urban Culture and Intellectual Traditions: Contribution of  
Karachiõs Restaurants 
Amen Jaffer - Cosmopolitan Traditions and Karachi's Imaginaries 
Co-Chairs: Dr. Nawaz Ali Shauq and Dr. Mehdi Raza Shah 
 
4:10 pm ð 5:40 pm  SESSION-04- The Role of Women in Socio-Political History of 
Karachi 
Aslam Khwaja - Role of Karachi women in anti-British struggle 
Sheema Kermani - ôAnd SHE also lived here!õ 
Nayyara Rehman - If Cities had Genders: A Short History of Feminism in Karachi 
Chair: Ms. Anis Haroon, Womenõs Action Forum 
 
5:40 - 6:15 Tea Break 
 
6:15 ð 7:00 Kirchi Kirchi Karachi ð A Play by Sheema Kermani & Anwer Jafri  
 

***  
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Saturday the 22nd of November 2014 (Second day of the Conference) 
 
10:00 am ð 11:00 am  Keynote address by Dr. Kamran Asdar Ali, Associate Professor of 
Anthropology, Middle East Studies and Asian Studies and the Director of the South Asia 
Institute at the University of Texas, Austin 
 
11:20 am ð 12: 50 pm SESSION-05 - Socio-Physical Infrastructure  

Parveen Rehman Memorial Session 
Haris Gazdar - Karachi's demographic future 
Mansoor Raza - A Study of Transport Issues in Karachi 
Dr. Noman Ahmed - An Appraisal of Land Issues in Karachi 
Chair: Arif Hasan  
 
12:50 pm - 1:50 pm  LUNCH  
 
1:50 pm ð 3:20 pm  SESSION-06 - Citizenship and the Emerging  
   Socio-Political Realities 
Farhan Anwar - Rural Karachi: Facing an existential threat? Roadmap for a  
new ôRural ð Urban Governance Construct 
Sarover Zaidi - Tracing Karachi in Bombay 
Christophe Polak -City, Citizen and Space: Rediscovering the intangible heritage of Karachi. 
Chair:  TBA 
 
3:20 pm ð 4:50 pm  SESSION-07 - Money, Density and Conflict 
Naila Mahmood - Shared Kitchens: The Undercurrents of Population Density 
Noman Baig - Virtuous Value: Infrastructure of Money and Morality in Karachiõs  
Marketplace 
Chair: Taimur Suri, Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture 
 
4:50 pm ð 5:30 pm  Summation of the Conference by Dr. Kaleemullah Lashari 
 

***  
 
Karachi Conference Film Festival  
23rd November 2014 (Third Day of Conference) 
 
10:00 ð 10:45             Registration 
 
10:45 ð 12:30             Section 1: Films About Karachi 

 
  Dil to Baccha Hai 

Director: Zeest Shabbir 
Narrative Fiction (25 minutes 9 seconds) 

 
   Kurrachee  

Director: Ali Hakeem  
Narrative Fiction (7 minutes) 
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  A Pakhtun Memory 
Director: Yaminay Chaudhri, Tentative Collective 
Documentary (14 minutes 34 seconds)  

 
 The LostJewish Garden 

Director: Fahad Shaikh 
Documentary (3 minutes 12 seconds)  

 
 City by the Sea 

Director: Mahera Omar 
Documentary (32 minutes) 

 
12:30 ð 1:30    Panel Discussion (Panelists: Nosheen Ali, Sabeen  

Mahmud, Zeeshan Haider, Dr. Framji Minwalla) 
 
1:30 ð 2:15   Lunch Break 
 
2:15 ð 4:20   Section II: Films Set In Karachi 
 

 Masters of the Sky 
Director: Seraj Salikin 
Documentary (8 minutes 46 seconds) 

 
  Beach Kahani 

Director: Hira Nabi 
Narrative Fiction (4 minutes 6 seconds)  

 
  Azmaan 

Director: Ahsan Shah 
Narrative Fiction (14 minutes)  

 
  Garr Garr 

Director: Imran Saqib 
Narrative Fiction (24 minutes) 

 
  These Birds Walk 

Directors: Bassam Tariq and Omar Mullick 
Documentary (71 minutes) 

 
4:30 ð 5:30    Panel Discussion (Panelists: Jamil Dehlavi, Durriya  

Kazi, Dr. Framji Minwalla) 
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Programme  
The Third International Karachi Conference 

November 2015 
Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi 

 
 
Day-1: Friday, 6 November 
Films about Karachi         
 
4:00 ð 4:30   Introduction: Arif Hasan and Dr. Kaleemullah Lashari 
 
4:30 ð 7:30  Long Films: 

 
Lyari: Highway of Tears  
Fionn Skiotis for United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN 
Habitat)  
[Running time 30 min] 
 
The Hindu Mosaic of Tharparkar  
Hasan Ali Khan/Maheen Zia for Thardeep Rural Development Programme 
(TRDP)  
[Running time 48 min] 

 
The Mystery of The Persian Mummy  
A Research Project of Dr. Asma Ibrahim documented by BBC Horizon & 
Discovery Channel 
[Running time 50 min] 
 
Tazia Makers of Kharadar: Exploring Their Passion and Devotion 
Qamar Bana  
[Running time 25 min] 
 

 Panel Discussion on long films with Kanak Mani Dixit, Nameera Ahmed  
 
7:30 ð 7:45   Video Presentation: I AM KARACHI  
 
7:45 ð 9:45  Short Films 

The Technician  
Ali Rizwan [Running time 10 min] 
 
Prohibited  
Ali Sohail Jaura (student film). [Running time 15 min] 
 
The Inside Adaptation  
Moiz Nazeer (student film). [Running time 10 min] 
 
Gift  
Murtaza & Rimsha Tahir (student film). [Running time 10 min] 
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Degree Baba  
Shayan Leghari (student film). [Running time 10 min] 
 
The Banana Incident  
Shahroz Iqbal (student film). [Running time 10 min] 
 
Save Our Souls 
Shayan Hussain (student film). [Running time 10 min] 
 
The Bus 
Hasan Tariq (student film). [Running time 10 min] 
 
The Identity 
 (student film). [Running time 10 min] 
 
Panel Discussion on short films with Shabbir Siraj and  
Taimur Suri 

 
***  

 
Day-2: Saturday, 7 November 
Conference Papers 
 
10:00 ð 10:30  Registration         
 
10:30 ð 10:40  Welcome Address by the President of the Karachi Conference Foundation 

(KCF), Dr Asma Ibrahim      
 
10:40 ð 11:30  Keynote Address by Mr Kanak Mani Dixit  
 
Kanak Mani Dixit is a renowned pioneer of pan South Asian journalism and a vocal proponent of the 
need for a larger South Asian dialogue. He has been a journalist since 1971 and is the editor of Himal 
Southasian. In the 1990s he became involved in the Maoist insurgency in King Gyanendra's autocracy, 
and was active in the People's Movement in 2006. He has been awarded the first Prince Claus Award 
to Nepal for 'his outstanding contributions to public debate.' 
  
11:30 ð 12:00  Tea Break         
 
12:00 ð 2:00   Session-1: Karachiõs Built Heritage 
 

Noman Ahmed, Anila Naeem and Farida Abdul Ghaffarð Karachi Historic Buildings Re-Survey 
Project (KHBRP)     
Dr Kaleemullah Lashari ð Managing Built Heritage: Challenges & Issues  
Dr Asma Ibrahim ð Rehabilitation/Conservation and Promotion of Site Shri Varun Dev Temple, 
Manora Island Karachi  
Chair: Arif Hasan 
Panelist: Mukhtar Husain 
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2:00 ð 2:45   Lunch Break 
 
2:45 ð 4:15   Session-2: Reminiscence Part-I   
 

Abdul Ghafoor Khatri ð Karachi ki Bood o Bash    
Ghulam Rasool Kalmati ð Karachi main Riwayati Nishaniyan aur Mansoobay 
Zulfiqar Noor ð City after Individualism      
Chair: Ajmal Kamal 
Panelist: Shahid Khan 

 
4:15 ð 5:45   Session-3: The Karachi Police 
 

Saud Mirza ð E. C. Marston Founder of Karachi and Sindh Police    
Jameel Yusuf ð Implementation of Law & Order as envisioned by Quaid-e-Azam Mohammed Ali 
Jinnah  
Zoha Waseem ð The Thin Grey Lines: Police Culture and The Everyday in The Lives of Karachi's Cops  
Chair: Masuma Hasan 
Panelist: Niaz Siddiqui 

 
***  

 
Day-3: Sunday, 8 November 
Conference Papers 
 
10:00 ð 10:30  Registration 
 
10:30 ð 12:00  Session-1: Reminiscence Part-II ð The Cosmopolis 
 

Raza Naeem ð The Metropolis and Intellectual Life: A Case Study of Sibte Hasan & Karachi 
Dr Riaz Ahmed Shaikh ð Remembering Karachi's Old Multi-Cultural Days: Karachiõs Theosophical 
Society 
Akhtar Balouch ð Parsis In Karachi   
Chair: Meher Norshirwani 
Panelist: H.M. Naqvi 
 

 
12:00 ð 1:30   Session-2: The Port City  
 

Rabia Zafar ð Linking Karachi via Sea and Air     
Dr Hasan Ali Khan and Dr. Aaron Mulvany ð A Preliminary Analysis of The Social Ecology of 
Baba Island & The Role of The Office of The Pir in Its Everyday Life 
Aslam Khwaja ð 1946 ki Jahaziyon ki Baghavat mein Karachi ka Kirdar  
Chair: Commodore Asghar Ali Chaudhry 
Panelist: Dr. Shoaib Zaidi and Adolph Soares 

 
1:30 ð 2:15   Lunch Break  
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2:15 ð 3:45   Session-3: Media & The Metropolis     
    

Prof. Tauseef Ahmad Khan ð The Journalists' Movement in Karachi   
Talat Hussain ðRadio Pakistan, Karachi    
Asif Ansari ð The Early Days of PTV Karachi Centre    
Khaled Anam ð Music & Children's Programmes at PTV, Karachi   
Chair: Raana Shaikh 
Panelist: Mubarak Zaman and Dr Asif Farrukhi 

 
3:45 ð 5:15   Session-4: Mapping the City ð Art & Cartography  
 

Shah Jamal & Sadaf Alvi ð Understanding the Dynamics of Residential Segregation in Karachi Using 
Simulation Methods  
Shahana Rajani & Zahra Malkani ð Exploring Exhausted Geographies 
Amin Gulgee, Niilofur Farrukh, Camilla Chaudhary & Aquila Ismail (moderator)ð Social 
Themes at The Karachi Art Biennale 2017  
Chair: Marjorie Husain 
Panelist: Taimur Suri 

 
5:15 ð 5:45   Tea Break 
 
6:00 ð 7:00  Performance: Traditional Folk Musicians of Karachi 
 

Karachi has a rich tradition of music that is steeped in the mosaic of its folklore and poetry. 
This special connection between the city and its music can be found at heritage sites 
everywhere. Although there are many remarkable performers who have passed away, others 
live on through their descendants. Amongst these are Master Juman's son, Bilawal Belgium's 
son, Abdullah Kachhi, a living legend, and Master Bachal, who performs on the Danbori with 
the traditional charm of the old days. We celebrate these folk traditions of Karachi, and invite 
you to their performance.  
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PROGRAMME 
Fourth International Karachi Conference 

9-11 December 2016 
National Museum Auditorium 

Burnes Gardens, Karachi 
 
Day-1: Friday, 9th December 
 
Film Festival                                                                                      
Curated by Taimur Suri, Rumana Husain and Shabbir Siraj 
  
3:00 ð 5:30       Short and student Films: 

 
Travelling in G17 - Saadia Sarfaraz, Arsalan Tahir, Ali Raza & Zeeshan Shah 
[Karachi University; 10 min] 
 
KarachiWala - Arman Tejani, Saad Soomro, Komal Ghazali, Arman Tejani, Komal 
Ghazali [SZABIST; 7 min] 
 
Of the Rulers - Syed Owais Ali, Urooj Kamran Azmi, Adam Sobel, Anne Sobel 
[PAF Kiet; 18 min] 
 
Jhuley Lal - Hasan Hashmi, Usman Hashmi, Daanish Hashmi, Shajje Hasan  
 [Karachi University; 27 min] 
 
Paagal Hogaya - Komal Ghazali, Tahira Roohi, Soha Anwar 
[SZABIST; 3 min]  
 
Confined - Faiz Qazi 
[SZABIST; 3 min]  
 
Liberation - Kamran Shahnawaz 
[SZABIST; 3 min]  
 
A Part Not Apart - Hussain Dewani  
[Karachi University; 6 min, 30 secs] 
 
Lyari Beats - Cyrus Karanjia 
[SZABIST; 6 min]  
 
The Untouchable - Ali Rizvi 
[Habib University; 3 min, 40 secs]  
 
Daya Ram - Shyan Ali 
[The School of Writing; 5 minutes 30 seconds] 
 
Gia - Atif Hussain 
[The School of Writing; 3 minutes 55 seconds] 
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Improving Fish Catch Handling Practices  
[Khichik Production; 7 min, 55 secs] 
 
South of the City 
[Travelling Film South Asia; 38 min] 

  
Panel Discussion : Dr Markus Heidingsfelder, Dr Naveen Minai and Tehmina Lodhi 
  
 
5:30 ð 5:45                Tea Break 
  
5:45 ð 6:15                Keynote Speech by Mr. I.A. Rahman 
     Certificate Distribution 
  
6:15 ð 7:15             Shahbaz Qalandar 
   By Dr Hasan Ali Khan, Shabbir Siraj, Nofil Naqvi and friends  

       
[Running time 47 min]   

 
7:30 ð 9:30             Karachi LAUNCH of  The Journey Within 

By Mian Adnan Ahmad, followed by Q&A session 
        
[Running time 86 min] 
  

Day-2: Saturday, 10th December 
Conference Papers 
 
10:00 ð 10:30  Registration         
 
10:30 ð 10:40  Welcome Address by the President of the Karachi Conference Foundation 

(KCF), Dr Asma Ibrahim        
10:40 ð 11:30  Keynote Address by Dr Sarah Ansari 
 
11:30 ð 12:00  Tea Break         
 
12:00 ð 2:00   Session-1: Urbanization Trends in Karachi 
 
Paper-1: Arif Hasan ð Urbanization Trends in South Asia: The Case of Karachi 
Paper-2: Fahim-uz-Zaman ð Urbanization Trends: A Geospatial Overview 
 

Discussant / Chair: Dr Nausheen Anwar   
 
2:00 ð 2:45   Lunch Break 
 
2:45 ð 4:15  Session-2: Azkaar-e Karachi 
 
Paper-1: Akhtar Balouch ðForced Out of Pakistan: Hashmat Tehlram Kevalramani 
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Paper-2: Gul Hasan Kalmatti ð Karachiõs Pir Mugar and Crocodile Worship 
Paper-3: Aslam Khwaja ð Political Inmates in Karachi Central Prison, 1983 
 

Discussant / Chair: Dr Kaleemullah Lashari 
 
4:15 ð 5:45  Session-3: Memory, Tradition and Community 
 
Paper-1: Donna Fernandes ð Diasporic Memory and Sacred Journey: Our Lady of Good Health Valankani 
and Karachi 
Paper-2: Ameem Lutfi & Adeem Suhail ð Our City, Your Crisis: The Baloch of Karachi and the Partition of 
British India 
Paper-3: Dr Hafeez Jamali ð Shorelines of Memory and Ports of Desire: Shifting Geographies and the Memory 
of Oceanic Trade in the Makran Coast and Karachi 1862-1905 
 

Chair: Rumana Husain  
Discussant: Noman Baig 

Day-3: Sunday, 11th December 
Conference Papers 
 
10:00 ð 10:30  Registration 
 
10:30 ð 12:00  Session-1: Governance & Citizenship 
 
Paper-1: Karamat Ali ð Labour Migration: Consequences for Citizenship and Governance in Karachi 
Paper-2: Dr Kaiser Bengali ð Issues of Citizenship and Governance in Karachi 
 

Discussant / Chair: Arif Hasan 
 
12:00 ð 1:30   Session-2: Development and Civil Society ð Case Studies 
 
Paper 1: Tahera Hasan ð Imkaan and the Self-help Development Model in Machhar Colony 
Paper 2: Sumaira Gul ð E-guard: Innovative Low Cost Initiative on Solid Waste Management 
 

Chair: Dr Aaron Mulvany 
Discussant: Dr Shah Jamal Alam 

 
1:30 ð 2:15   Lunch Break  
 
2:15 ð 3:45   Session-3: The Traffic & Transport Drama in Karachi 
        
Paper-1: Malik Zaheerul Islam ð The Search for a Mass Transit Solution for Karachi 
Paper-2: Mansoor Raza ðThe Actors in the Transport Drama of Karachi 
 

Chair: Dr Noman Ahmed 
Discussant: Saleem Vahidy 

 
3:45 ð 5:15   Session-4: Environmental Degradation  
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Paper-1: Dr Hina Baig ðProductivity at the Mouth of Indus Delta with Special Reference to Tasman Spirit Oil 
Spill 
Paper-2: Afia Salam ð The Effects of Rapid Urbanization on Karachiõs Environment and Natural Resources 
Paper-3: Saleh Muhammad ð Issues of Fishing Communities in Karachi with a Focus on Rehri Village 
 

Discussant / Chair: Meher Noshirwani 
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PROGRAMME  
Fifth International Karachi Conference 

27-29 October 2017 
Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi 

 
Day-1: Friday, 27th October 
 
3:30 ð 8:00   Films on Karachi 
   Followed by Q&A and Panel Discussion 
   Discussants: Shabbir Siraj, Taimur Suri & Rumana Husain 
Day-2: Saturday, 28th October 
Conference Papers 
 
10:00 ð 10:30  Registration         
 
10:30 ð 10:40  Welcome Address by Dr. Asma Ibrahim, President of the Karachi 

Conference Foundation (KCF)       
 
10:40 ð 11:30  Keynote Address by I.A. Rehman  

The Role of Karachi in the Genesis of Pakistan     
   

11:30 ð 2:00   Session-1: The Proposed Rehabilitation of Saddar 
 
Paper-1: Hafeez Habibi ð The Master Plan for Saddar 
Paper-2: Rudaina Siddiqi ð The Current Situation of Saddar 
Paper 3: Bushra Sarwar ð Jahangir Park 
Film:  Shabbir Siraj ð Empress Market 
 

Chair: Arif Hasan / Discussant: Mukhtar Husain  
 
2:00 ð 2:45   Lunch Break 
 
2:45 ð 4:45  Session-2: The Emerging Built Environment of Karachi 

Paper-1: Rehan Zamin ð Why Does Karachi Need a BRT? Maximizing the Benefits; Minimizing the Impacts  
Paper-2: Yawar Abbas Jilani ð The Changing Skyline of Karachi 
Paper-3: Arif Belgaumi ð Fallacies in the Procedures of Environmental Protection Agencies  
 

Chair: Mansoor Raza / Discussant: Arif Hasan 
  
4:45 ð 7:15  Session 3: Karachiõs Contested Identities 

  
Paper-1: Aslam Khwaja ð Bandar Road par Taraqi-pasand Tanzeemon aur Afrad ke Dafatir 
Paper-2: Masooma Shakir ð The Changing Nature of Sacred Space in Urban Areas of Pakistan: Mazar of 
Abdullah Shah Ghazi 
Paper-3: Dr. Kaleemullah Lashari ð Qaid-e-Azam's Birth Place 
Presentation: Madiha Ghani ð Restoring TDF Ghar in Amil Colony 
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Chair: Rumana Husain / Discussant: Dr. Hasan Ali Khan 
  
 7:30 ð 8:30   Musical Performance (TBA) 
 

Day-3: Sunday, 29th October 

Conference Papers 

  
10:00 ð 10:30  Registration 
 
10:30 ð 1:00  Session 1: Annals of Karachi 

  
Paper-1: Saaz Aggarwal ð The Hindu Amil Community of Karachi 
Paper-2: Babar N. Sheikh ð Commercial Uses of Heritage Sites 
Paper-3: Gul Hasan Kalmati ð Naalas or Natural Drains of Karachi 
Paper-4: Iqbal Nafees ð Karachi in The Sindh Archives 
 

Chair: Dr. Kaleemullah Lashari / Discussant: Dr. Hafeez Jamali 
 
1:00 ð 1:45  Lunch Break 
 
1:45 ð 4:15  Session 2: Ecology of Karachi in a Neoliberal World 

  
Paper-1: Taimur Suri ð Bin Qasim Park 
Paper-2: Shahab Usto ð Civic Amenities 
Paper-3: Mansoor Ali ð Modernisation of Solid Waste Management; Past and Present 
Paper-4: Tipu Sultan ð Health and the Pharmaceutical Industry 
Presentation: Alamgir Khan ð #Fixit  
 

Chair: Farhan Anwar / Discussant: Mahim Maher 
 
 
4:15 ð 7:15  Session 3: The Best of Karachi Student Research 

Paper 1: Mahwish Rasool (Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture) ðThe City as an Adaptive 
Machine: Adaptive Reuse of City Infrastructure, The Case of Nehr-e-Khayyam, Karachi  

Paper 2: Uzair Ibrahim (Habib University) ð The Saint and The Skyscraper: The Case of the Abdullah 
Shah Ghazi Shrine and The Bahria Icon Tower  

Paper 3: Shafaat Khwaja (Habib University) ð Naya Nazimabad Housing Scheme: A Development 
Project for Whom?  

Paper 4: Nida Ahmed (NED University of Engineering and Technology) ð Challenges of British 
Colonial Domesticity: A Study on Karachiõs Raj Residences  

Paper 5: Faheem Tariq (NED University of Engineering and Technology) ð Rethinking Slums in 
Karachi 
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Paper 6: Samia Nafees (Institute of Business Administration Karachi) ðPsychiatric Institutes dealing 
with Substance Abuse patients in Karachi  

Paper 7: Sana Ahmed (Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science and Technology) ð Class 
Identity in the time of Chai Wala  

Paper 8: Neha Panjwani (Habib University) ð Mainstreaming Gender in Karachiõs Public Transport 
Policy  

Paper 9: Nazish Rizwan (Habib University) ð Air Quality Management Policy in Karachi  

Paper 10: Komal Hajani (Institute of Business Administration Karachi) ð Urban Informality and 
Insecurity in Karachi: A Case Study of Northern Ismaili Community of the Karim Nagar Settlement   

Paper 11: Farwa Hussain (Habib University) ð Making the invisible visible: Illustrating the Shortfalls in 
Karachi's Water Distribution System.  

 
Chair: Aliya Iqbal Naqvi / Discussant: Dr. Framji Minwala 

  
 
6:30 ð 8:30   Musical Performance (TBA) 

 
 
 


